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Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association
“The Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association is a network of Churches committed to evangelizing, teaching and
ministering to our World.”
“And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? But even if you should suffer for
righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. ‘And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.’ But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to
suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” I Peter 3:17
Are you afraid of the tough questions about your faith? Or, for that matter, are you afraid of any questions about
your faith? Is anyone asking questions about your faith? Lately I have been reminded that we should be ready to
answer questions about what we believe and why we believe. How many conversations are you having about your
faith? Are you ready to give a defense without being defensive to everyone who asks?
I’ve been in several gatherings lately that have really been thought provoking on the subject of sharing our faith.
One meeting in Knoxville was about discovering the dispersed people from around the world that are coming to our
country. Your immediate reaction may be, “No one like that is coming to Crossville.” Maybe not in the numbers of
a Knoxville or Nashville but we do have some internationals here. They are business owners, neighbors, and migrant workers. Are you engaging in a Jesus conversation with anyone from another country here in our county?
Jim Mersereau, pastor at Oak Hill Baptist Church, recently shared at one of our latest pastor’s conferences. He gave
a synopsis of a book that he has just finished entitled, “Getting Along without Going Along: Biblical Sexual Ethics in
an Age of Controversy and Conflict.” I’m willing to guess that not too many of us have sat down recently with a person that identifies with the LGBT community and attempted a conversation, much less a conversation about our
faith in Jesus Christ.
My oldest son is visiting for a few weeks and he is always challenging Dad with the tough questions of faith and belief. He constantly throws out questions that I call grenades or landmines. If you’re a parent you know what that
means. These are questions meant to evoke an emotional response out of Mom or Dad. To be sure, these are questions that need to be answered, but in the right spirit.
Paul urged Timothy, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.” Jesus said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
So, are you a disciple of Jesus? Get out there and engage someone in the world in conversation. Begin to learn how
to move your ordinary conversation towards a faith conversation. Remember, you are equipped with the truth. So,
be ready to give an answer. Be ready to give a defense, armed with the truth as well as the love of Jesus Christ.

Kirk
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Pastoral Counseling Center of the Cumberland Plateau
Submitted by Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor
September 2018

The Pastoral Counseling Center has been very busy. Many referrals have been made for counseling by word of mouth referrals, doctor referrals, pastoral referrals, and through social media advertising. We are seeing an increase in the number of individuals seeking Godly guidance on issues regarding marriage, divorce recovery, grief, mild depression, anxiety and fear, parenting, self-control
issues, self-esteem issues, drug and alcohol addiction, porn addiction, seeking to know Christ, loss
(abandonment, abuse, neglect, loss of job) and so much more.
Each individual is met with a non-judgmental intake assessment, or evaluation, and listened
to. Counseling guidelines are shared with the individual, and after commitment from both parties, we
commit to meeting for sixteen sessions. Everyone is different, and we never want to limit what God
is doing in their lives. Oftentimes, the number of sessions may go longer than sixteen sessions to ensure a person is confident in their recovery. We strive to offer hope in Jesus Christ by sharing God’s
Word in scripture and prayer concludes each session. In addition, unchurched individuals are given
referrals to churches within the Association and are encouraged to attend, as well as to incorporate
Bible study into their daily living routine.
When church referrals are made, it allows the church members to mentor new Christians to
help them learn ways that will glorify God. As they hear the Word of God preached, it helps them to
become stronger by realizing that God is with them during their trials or struggles, and that they are
not alone. As they read and become rooted in the Word of God, it allows them the opportunity to
stand on the promises of God and improves their personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
The counseling center accepts donations of any amount. Those seeking assistance are encouraged to pay something recommended on a sliding pay scale structure, but we never turn anyone away
for their inability to pay. That’s why it is so imperative that we continue to financially support the
counseling ministries by way of private donations, and also in writing us into your church budgets. This allows us to minister to anyone in need, regardless of their ability to pay. We are an extension of your church and we thank you for your continued support.
If you know someone who needs counseling, or if you just need someone to listen, call today;
we are here to help! You may contact me at (931) 787-9033 or call the office and leave a message
with Alta and I will return your call (931) 484-1858.
May God bless you and carry you through whatever situation you are in. “And
the LORD, He is the One who goes before you. He will be with you, He will not leave you nor
forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.” (Deuteronomy 31:8).

The CPBA is a 501C3 organization! Your donations are eligible for tax deduction. Please help us continue our counseling services. By making a monthly donation to the counseling ministries, you allow us to continue providing discounted counseling services to indigent and hardship cases. We want to ensure this counseling ministry continues.
Please write your check to CPBA and mark your donation “Counseling Ministry” to ensure your donation goes towards counseling. Again, we thank you for giving.
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Annual Association
Meetings and Worship Service
Lantana Road Baptist Church
October 7, 2018
Meeting at 4:00 p.m. Worship Service 6:30 p.m.
Speaker: Steve Holt
Special Music From our Churches

Steve Holt
Church Services Director

Tennessee Baptist Mission Board
Steve Holt serves as director of the Church Services Group of the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board in Franklin, Tennessee. Prior to coming to
the TBMB staff, Steve served for over 17 years as a pastor in Northeast
Tennessee. He is a graduate of Carson-Newman University and holds a
Doctor of Ministry degree in Evangelism and Church Growth from The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Steve is
married to Donna Parton Holt and has three adult sons.
Messengers please RSVP by October 1 for Supper Reservations 931 484 1858
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OCTOBER
$250.00IS GLOBAL HUNGER MONTH
YOLANDA HEUSER
SEPTEMBER 2018

MISSION
EMPHASIS
MEETINGS-2018

------------------------November 15th
Pine Eden

Did you know that the Golden Offering is to Tennessee what the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering is to the International Missionaries or what the Annie Armstrong is to the North
American Missionaries? Yes, Tennessee missions depend on our giving through the
Golden Offering. The 2018-19 Golden Offering theme is: Pursue the One (Phil. 2:2)—the
Statewide GOTM Goal is $2,100,000—the suggested dated for the week of prayer is: September 9-16, 2018. Posters, prayer guides and envelopes will be sent according to the
church’s standing order. Other available materials include: a planning and promotion
guide, speakers list, a sermon outline, graphic resources, social media kit, age-level teaching guides, and other resource items. There are also short video segments designed to be
shown in worship or in small study group settings. You may also give on line and get more
details by visiting the TBMB website.

976 Genesis Road
Crossville, TN

ALL MEETINGS ARE @
6:00 PM & are 6065/EAT
EVERYONE IS
INVITED:
MEN, WOMEN &
CHILDREN
WMU DATES:
SEPTEMBER-2018
1 NEW YEAR BEGINS
IN WMU
7-8 TENNESSEE MISSIONARY PARENTS
RETREAT, MIDDLE
TN

JAM-is September 29th at Mount Juliet, or October 27th in Dandridge, TN. JAM is open to
ALL children 1st-6th grades, both boy and girls-not just GA’s and RA’s-ALL CHILDREN…I can tell from personal experience, the children LOVE it and start asking me
as soon as they get back on the bus “can we come next year”, both boys and girls ask.
JAM is a one-day missions event for children grades 1-6 and children’s leaders. Children will experience worship and hands-on missions learning opportunities while meeting missionaries and learning what it means to love Jesus and share s love with others!
For more information go the www.tnwmu.org
Next month I will have the Baby Comfort Station results.
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Central Baptist Church
1346 S. Main Street
Crossville, TN
Comedy for a Cause
Robert G. Lee & Jonnie W
September 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Free Admission: A love offering will be taken for Jonah’s Joy.
Jonah's Joy: Home for Children invites you to Comedy For A Cause. Two nationally renowned clean comedians, Robert G. Lee, who
combines his funny Christian view with Monte Python sensibility and Jonnie W with his guitar and razor sharp wit will be hilariously
unique comedy experiences. Comedy For A Cause is free and will be at Central Baptist Church on Main Street in Crossville, TN, Friday, September 28th at 7pm. Doors open at 6pm. A love offering will be taken for Jonah's Joy to help build a faith-based home and
provided professional therapeutic services for abused, neglected , and troubled adolescent girls.

Memorial Baptist Church
1858 Sparta Hwy
Crossville
Beth Moore, Speaker
Travis Cottrell, Worship Leader
You're invited to be part of this global, one-day simulcast that will
encourage you to dive deeper into the Word of God. Join Beth
and thousands of women worldwide as she shares truth to guide
your own journey of faith For more information call: 931

484-9278 or 931 200-5207

Teen grief and loss peer support groups
are forming. Meet for 11 weeks for one
hour. Once we have 6 registered, we will begin meeting. Free. Call today 931-787-9033.
If you are interested in facilitating or assisting grief recovery peer
groups please contact:
Carolyn Scott at 931-787-9033
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Community Yard Sale
11178 Eastland Road
September 29, 2018
9AM – 4PM
Hotdog/Beverage
Fellowship
Silent Auction

Southwest Baptist Church
Yard Sale items accepted and appreciated. All benefits go to church for community outreach.

VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY NEEDED!!
For Baptist Campus Ministries
We provide lunches for students each Wednesday at Roane State Community
College, Crossville as part of our campus ministry. We are in search of groups
(churches, mission organizations, Sunday School classes and etc.) willing to volunteer to prepare/provide a lunch for this important ministry.
We normally feed about 70 plus students. The meals can consist of what ever your team
would like to provide. Waters are a great drink to provide and we ask that food items be in throw
away containers so clean up can be easy. You do not have to stay with the food once you drop it
off but if you desire, it is a good way to build relationships with the students. Please let us know
what date your group would love to have! Contact David Mahan at:
oaklawn@frontiernet.net
615-464-7262

Oak Hill Baptist Church
3036 Genesis Rd,
Crossville, TN

Annual Homecoming and Friends Day
September 16, 2018
Sunday School is at 9:00, the worship service beings at 10:00 with special music from the choir and a homecoming message from Pastor Jim Mersereau.
Immediately following the service there will be a catered dinner by Big John’s
BBQ. Everyone is welcome. Join us in this celebration and fellowship.

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
291 Sparta Hwy
P. O. Box 2508
Crossville, TN 38572

Associational Directory
Office Hours Mon.-Thurs.
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Dates to Remember

Email– cpba4ma@gmail.com
Web: www.cpbaptistassociation.com

September 3

Labor Day Office Closed

Kirk Casey, Associational Missionary

September 10

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

September 10

Leadership Team Meeting 1:00 p.m.

September 17

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

September 17

Executive Council Meeting 6:00 p.m.

***********************

September 19-21

Love Packages Mission Trip

Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor, PCCCP Counseling

September 24

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

cpbadom@gmail.com
Cell: 931-787-6565
Alta Wagner, Ministry Assistant
Office: 931-484-1858
Fax: 931-484-0203

Phone: 931-787-9033
cpbacounseling3@gmail.com

