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“The Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association is a network of Churches committed to evangelizing, teaching and
ministering to our World.”

““He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8
What is the greatest tragedy in life that you have had to face? You know the tragic moment, event, or circumstance that would
totally change your world? How did you handle it? At some point in life we all will receive that swift kick in the gut. For most
of us, it is not a matter of “if” it will happen but “when” it will happen. Will you be prepared and ready to respond when the
time comes?
For Kim and Randy Harmon, their tragedy struck on January 10, 2010. Kim would later say that up until this date her life was
lived in a fairy tale. She had grown up in East Tennessee in a loving family. Her father was a bi-vocational pastor and her mom
stayed home taking care of the family. Kim and Randy were childhood sweethearts and attended a Baptist University together.
They married soon after graduation and then attended a Baptist Seminary. After Seminary they would return to Tennessee
where Randy would begin pastoring a church in the county they grew up in and Kim would soon begin a career in law enforcement.
Life was going as planned. Their family grew with the addition of two daughters. God would bless Randy’s ministry over the
years as he pastored several churches in Tennessee. Kim would be successful in her field of law enforcement. And then tragedy
struck. Kim received a phone call during church on a Sunday night that would impact their lives forever. She would be told that
a close family member had been murdered and that it was by the hands of another family member. How would they respond to
such tragic news?
Randy and Kim Harmon will be our guest speakers at our Spring Worship Rally on April 29, 2018. Let me be the first to invite
you to hear the rest of their story of tragedy and triumph. Come hear of man’s failure but God’s forgiveness. Come hear of
man’s gross sin but of God’s glorious grace.
As Kim would later write, “When life kicks you in the gut, fall into the arms of your Heavenly Father. When life knocks you
down, fall forward. Make something positive come from the nightmare. Beg Him for wisdom and peace. Walk humbly with
your God.”
Let’s gather together as an association of churches and hear the Harmon’s story of how God showed up in many ways during
this awful kick to their guts.
Hope to see you soon,
Kirk
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There is Hope, Healing, and Deliverance of Childhood Abuse
Childhood abuse is a horrible thing that should never happen to anyone. It is never in God's divine plan for us that we be
abused (Jeremiah 29:11). Many studies show that people who abuse others are often "victims" of abuse themselves; even the
Bible speaks of generation curses and blessings that are passed from one generation to another (Exodus 34:7).
I have worked with many who have struggled to overcome childhood abuse. They tell all kinds of stories of being verbally,
physically, and sexually abused. I too struggled for many years with being a "victim" of childhood abuse BUT there is deliverance through the healing power of Jesus Christ!
God gave people self-will (Psalm 81). He allows us to make decisions (good or bad) because He will never force anyone to
accept His unconditional love, His guidance, or His Will. Bad choices have long-lasting negative effects. For the children
who survive, children of trauma often come through the abuse as “victims” or “survivors”, but God tells us we are neither.
His Word tells us that we are made “conquerors”, and are "overcomers" by the word of our Testimony (Romans 8:31-39;
Revelations 12:11)!
As we grow into adulthood and we become Christians, we move through life feeling we are “loving others” but what we are
truly doing is “loving others” to a degree we feel safe, never allowing anyone truly into our heart, and therefore, we feel
lonely, abandoned, rejected, and unlovable. This is a result of our hearts being broken by those we loved and not being fully
healed and restored; but there is Hope!
We often unknowingly sabotage relationships by deliberately making choices that drive others away from us to prove to ourselves that we are unlovable. We seek approval and acceptance by over working, over committing, and sometimes doing
things we should not do for approval. But this is a lie from the pit of hell! For God so loved the world (even our abuser(s))
that He gave His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, that whosoever believes in Him (the Holy birth; the horrible and torturous
death He paid for our sins on the cross of Calvary; the miracle of the resurrection of His death, and the promise of His return
which is very near) shall not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).
It’s difficult for those of us who have been “abused” to think about spending Heaven with our abuser. But let me set the record straight… There will not be abusers in Heaven, but only forgiven and delivered children of God (made whole, never to
abuse again).
This is what Mercy is all about, giving to others what they DON’T deserve. God tells us we must forgive (show mercy to)
those who have hurt and offended us, so we may receive forgiveness (Mercy). When we forgive, this does not mean that we
agree that what was done to us was justifiable or good. It does not mean, we must reconcile (have dinner with, go shopping
with, etc.). We forgive because it is a command of God, but also because we deserve the peace and freedom of God.
The abuser may never ask us for forgiveness and we may never see the punishment of that sin; but be assured God will hold
the abuser guilty until he repents. It is a truth that the abuser did very, very wrongful things to us (sin) and deserves punishment. All sin will be judged by God (Ecclesiastes 12:14; Romans 2:12-16). Forgiveness means that we trust God for the outcome (the vengeance, the chastisement, the punishment of that sin). Forgiveness and reconciliation are two separate things.
Forgiveness is a choice we make in obedience to God’s command and Reconciliation is a work of the Holy Spirit. If God so
desires for reconciliation to happen, He will bring it about.
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Continued from page 2...
It is possible to forgive, but forgetting takes work. So the question remains, “How do I forget?” I believe part of forgetting is
praying for our abusers. God’s Word tells us to pray for those who are our enemy (Luke 6:27- 28; Matthew 5:43-48). Why?
Because when they abused us as a child (being defenseless), they became an enemy to God and God wrote it down (Isaiah
43:25; Hebrews 8:12); He never forgets a sin until that person asks for forgiveness (Micah 7:19). Mercy says, “My love being
like that of Jesus, would pray that even my worst enemy, those who have tormented me, and hurt me, would not perish in the
lake of fire (hell).” God will not allow sinners into Heaven, but only those who are forgiven, transformed, and made right in
the power of the Holy Spirit. When we choose to trust God with the outcome, we have peace. So when we reflect on the
abuse, we no longer think about it in the same way. As forgiven children of God, we become an “overcomer” when we have
the courage to share with others what God has brought us through. God transforms our fears, hatred, and feelings of being
unlovable to boldness, love, and the assurance we are a child of God and loved by the Almighty, Holy, and Righteous Father!
It amazes me that every day, God shows me someone, and sometimes even myself, revealing one more layer He so desires to
heal. As God begins the healing process, we then are moved with compassion on those who did us wrong; thus becoming like
-minded by the transforming work of the Holy Spirit, giving us love for all, praying all are saved by Grace and shown Mercy
of God. God is the great healer! Why not trust Him with your peace and freedom today? If you need help in recovering from
childhood abuse, call today, 931-787-9033 (ages 18+). Peer groups are available for children recovering from abuse (ages 1317). Counseling referrals may be made for ages under 18. Remember, there is nothing too difficult for God; He can heal anything. There is healing for everyone through the power of the Holy Spirit, and through the Word of God.
A teen peer grief and loss recovery group is forming (death, divorce, incarceration, abandonment, abuse, any negative life
event). Ages 13-17. Call today for more information 787-9033.

OAK HILL BAPTIST CHURCH CELEBRATES
EASTER
3036 Genesis Road, Crossville
Join us on

Good Friday for pizza to be served at 5:00 pm prior to showing
of the movie, The Passion of The Christ, at 6:00 pm.
Easter Sunday morning there will be an Easter egg hunt for the
children and brunch at 9:00 am.
Easter worship service is at 10:00 o'clock.

Everyone welcome!
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Cumberland Plateau
Baptist Association
Spring Worship Rally
Featuring

Randy and Kim Harmon
Central Baptist Church
April 29 at 6:00 pm
The Harmons will be sharing their families’ struggle from fairy tale to harsh reality of
a homicide of a family member at the hands of another family member. Theirs’ is a
story of struggle, strength and true forgiveness.
Randy and Kim Harmon are both from Southeast, Tennessee. They met at a Church camp, and have been married
for 32 years. They have two adult daughters.
Randy is a 1984 graduate of Carson Newman University and a 1993 graduate of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary (MDiv in Biblical Languages). He surrendered to ministry on 1979 and has held various positions in ministry. He has been a Senior pastor for 23 years serving in McMinn County; Dunlap , Tennessee; and
currently as pastor of Rock Springs Baptist Church Greenbrier, Tennessee.
Kim is a 1987 graduate of Carson Newman University and a 2017 graduate of Tennessee State University
(Master of public service). She has worked for the state of Tennessee for most of her career as an auditor and law
enforcement officer. She currently serves as Inspector General for the State of Tennessee.

Senior Adult Revival
Bethlehem Baptist—April 30
Memorial Baptist—May 1
10:30 am
Speaker: Randy Harmon
Lunch Provided
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WHAT: Deacons & Wives Training
WHEN: Saturday, March 17, 2018, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm.
WHERE: First Baptist Church, Crossville
712 S. Main Street
WHO:
Presenter Steve Holt, TBMB
Lunch provided by the church. Joint Sessions and separate sessions for Deacons and their Wives will be conducted
(Pastors and their wives are encouraged to attend also) . TBMB is providing materials and training. This training is open to all CPBA churches and it is free! Please RSVP by calling First Baptist @ 931 484-3532 by March 12,
2018. Office is open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Don't miss this great free training opportunity!

Who:

All Men, Women and Friends of Central Baptist Church are invited

What: Personal testimony of leaving Islam, becoming a Christian and living a new
life in Jesus

Where: CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
When:

Friday, March 9th, 7-9 PM

Speaker: Shahe Nahler—Artist, Author, Photographer, Speaker
Intermission treats and fellowship provided.
Childcare proved with reservation only, by March 4th

Who: Ladies only
What: The personal testimony Shahe Nahler of leaving Islam, becoming
a Christian and living a new life in Jesus. Enjoy an intimate session with
Shahe as we learn how to “share Jesus without fear” through our own testimonies.

Where: CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
When:

Saturday, March 10th, 9-11 AM

Speaker: Shahe Nahler—Artist, Author, Photographer, Speaker
Intermission treats and fellowship provided. Childcare proved with reservation only, by March 4th.
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OCTOBER
$250.00IS GLOBAL HUNGER MONTH
YOLANDA HEUSER
MARCH 2018

MISSION
EMPHASIS
MEETINGS-2018

March 8thCalvary Baptist
Church
4617 Creston Road
Crossville, TN 38571

---------------------------

ALL MEETINGS ARE @
6:00 PM & are 60-65/EAT
LAST 60-65 MINUTES
THEN WE EAT!

EVERYONE IS INVITED:
MEN
WOMEN
CHILDREN

It is a blessing to be a part of what God is doing in missions through WMU. As we prepare
for the season of remembering Christ at Easter, we know the power that raised Christ Jesus from the dead is at work in our world today. We are drawn to love, to be light, to reach
out, to share Christ, and to overcome darkness in His name. This is missions. This is our
call.
I love that the offering for North American missions received at this time of year is named
for Annie Armstrong. Miss Annie lived out the call of the gospel. She was a force of God’s
love and power in Southern Baptist life in 1888, when she helped begin WMU.
Her biography illustrates her belief in the power of the gospel and the strength of cooperating together. She believed steadfastly in the important role of women in God’s kingdom,
to serve and use their gifts for God’s glory. She loved the vulnerable and sought to go the
extra mile to see God’s work accomplished. She is known for her untiring work for immigrants in Baltimore, where she lived; for Native Americans; and for women missionaries
such as Lottie Moon in China. LAURA HARPER
A few years ago, I was blessed to travel to Baltimore to Miss Annie’s home church and
see her writing desk and to stand on the hill overlooking the water where she stood so
many years ago waiting for the ships to come in to witness to the sailors. To look to my
left and imagine the places where the Native Americans lived and to imagine all the work
that Miss Annie did while she immersed herself into their lives at a time when this was
not acceptable and especially for a woman. How many souls are in heaven and how
many more will be there as her legacy continues. What made Miss Annie do what she
did? LOVE! She knew as we do that love is an action and that she, as we must do, to
love we must show it. As the saying goes, “talk is cheap, but actions speak volumes”.
What volumes are you speaking? What volumes are we speaking as the CPBA WMU?
Our next meeting is March 8th at Calvary Baptist Church. Our mission project is a $25
gift card for the Missions-Get-Together Silent Auction. CPBA WMU will be making
two baskets, “How Does Your Garden Grow” & “Americana”. Our guest speaker will
be David Evans, who serves as a leader on the Evangelism Team for the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board, (TBC).
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July 12th
Fredonia Baptist
Church
623 Fredonia Road
Crossville, TN
38571

--------------------------November 15th ?-

WMU DATES
4-11 Week of Prayer
for North American Missions/AAEO
16 TN WMU Executive
Board Meeting, Gatlinburg
16-18 Missions GetTogether and Connections, Gatlinburg
17 TN WMU Annual
Meeting, Gatlinburg

I am waiting on your church to host the meeting on
November 15, 2018—who will it be?

Save the Dates
4/12

Pastor’s Appreciation Banquet

4/29 6 PM *

Spring Worship Rally Central Baptist

4/30-5/1

Senior Adult Revival



Date Corrected from February newsletter



Further information to be announced
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Have you registered for YEC yet? Its not too late!
Join us March 9th and 10th in Nashville as we celebrate 50 years of
the Youth Evangelism Conference!
For more information visit our website, yectn.org
Pre-registration is $35.00. $40.00 at the door.

The Reaching Tour
March 27th - 9am - 11:30.
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church
Knoxville, TN

We have an opportunity to share what’s working in Evangelism Today!
The Reaching Tour will highlight the most evangelistic churches in TN and what they are doing to
reach and disciple their community. Join us as we seek to #WinTN.
P.S. Everyone who registers will receive $40 worth of evangelism books, resources and Mapping
Center reports for the $10 registration cost.

Register at tnbaptist.org or (615) 587-9057 or e-mail spearson@tnbaptist.org

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
291 Sparta Hwy
P. O. Box 2508
Crossville, TN 38572

Associational Directory
Office Hours Mon.-Thurs.

Dates to Remember

8:30a.m.—2:30p.m.
Email– cpba4ma@gmail.com
Web: www.cpbaptistassociation.com

March 4-10

Annie Amstrong Week of Prayer

March 5

Pastor’s Conference 10:00AM

Kirk Casey, Associational Missionary

March 5-7

Love Packages Ministry Trip

cpbadom@gmail.com

March 8

WMU Mission Emphasis

Cell: 931-787-6565

March 9-10

TBC Youth Evangelism Conference

Alta Wagner, Ministry Assistant

March 12

Pastor’s Conference 10:00AM

Office: 931-484-1858

March 17

Deacons and Wives Training
First Baptist Church Crossville
8:30 am-2:30pm

March 18

TBC WMU Mission Get-Together and Connection

March 19

Pastor’s Conference 10:00AM

March 26

Pastor’s Conference 10:00AM

March 25
March 30

Palm Sunday
Good Friday

Fax: 931-484-0203
***********************

Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor, PCCCP Counseling
Phone: 931-787-9033
cpbacounseling3@gmail.com

