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“The Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association is a network of Churches committed to evangelizing, teaching and
ministering to our World.”

“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be put to
shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who
call upon Him. For ‘whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ How then shall they call on
Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?
And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is
written:
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,
Who bring glad tiding of good things!’” Romans 10:9-15
Would you be willing to be the sent preacher in this New Year? These scriptures are not referring to the pastor of
your church but to the messenger that would be sent to share the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Would
you be His messenger this year? Will you be willing to look for open doors into Gospel conversations? But you
may ask, “What does that look like?” Well, since you asked. Let me share two recent open doors to Gospel conversations that I have had with two young men in totally two different settings.
The first Gospel conversation came on our recent disaster relief trip in Dresden, TN. A young man showed up at
the DR command center ready to volunteer with chainsaws and skid steer. Might I add, “And he knew how to use
them.” On the last day when it came time to go out for supper, we invited the young man to join us. As we were
sitting down at our table this is what the young man said, “Ok, who has the knowledge? I need the knowledge.
I’m like a sponge ready to receive the knowledge.”
Could there have been a clearer open door into a Gospel conversation? One of the men pointed at me and said,
“Kirk has the knowledge.” So I ask the young man if he wanted to hear the greatest knowledge ever given to us
by God. He said yes and I proceeded with a simple Gospel presentation using Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” As I reached the end of presenting the Gospel I asked,
“Is Jesus your Lord?” And the young man answered, “No.” I asked, “Would you like for Jesus to be your Lord?”
And without hesitation the young man said, “Yes!” Pray for this young man as I continue my conversation with
him.
The second open door to a Gospel conversation came during my recent Christmas vacation. Yes, you can be a
preacher (messenger) even while on vacation. My family was enjoying a day of zip lining and adventure up and
down (mostly down) a beautiful desert canyon. The young men guiding us and attaching us to various zip lines,
rope swings, tight ropes and rappels were very energetic and full of enthusiasm. The acronym, YOLO (You Only
Live Once) was being tossed around as we were assuming the risks of our chosen adventure. As we arrived at the
next platform to be clipped into the awaiting cable to zip line, our guide Jordan says, “I don’t say YOLO, I say
YODO. You Only Die Once. Right? You’re born once, you die once?”
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Okay? Here is the clear open door to plant the seed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Now keep in mind. I
had less than a minute to be the messenger of the Gospel before Jordan would be hurling me down the canyon by way of a zip line. So, I quickly said, “Jordan, actually it is; ‘If you’re born once, you die twice. But if
you are born twice, you only die once.’ Have you heard of John 3:16? Well, a few verses later it says that we
must be born again.” Jordan thought for a minute before launching me into the canyon. I pray the Gospel
seed took hold, even in the seconds of this short conversation.
So, what about you? Are you armed with the Gospel seeds in order to be ready at any moment to take advantage of the open doors into a Gospel conversation this year? Listen for the inquisitive opportunities that
will come your way. Be ready to be creative in the conversation bringing the focus to the simple Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Use the very words of the conversation to give illustration to the Gospel message. And by all
means, say something when the open door of a Gospel conversation presents itself!
Here’s to earning your “beautiful feet”,
Kirk

Executive Council Meeting
Monday, January 10, 6:00 p.m.
Please send a messenger to represent
your church at this meeting.
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Full load of used literature, over
5000 pounds.

Sorting and boxing literature.
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Sorting and boxing literature.

Sunday School material ready to be bundled.

M I S S I ON
TRIP
The empty container has arrived.

We have 2 hours to finish packing the container.

Praying for the packed container as it will be shipped to
Tanzania.
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Dresden, Tennessee Disaster Relief Teams Respond….

Our hosts for the week.

Tornado damage in Dresden.

Tree splits house in half.

Trampoline up in a tree.

Finished tarping this house with a
metal roof..
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Kirk Casey putting on the harness for
the steep roof.

Rick and Kirk tarping another roof.

Yovani Carrillo (local volunteer), Eric Martin and Dick Schroeder (FBC Fairfield Glade), Arlen Phillips and Bob Dockery
(Tellico Plains), Rick Leonard (FFGFBC), Kirk Casey (CPBA
DOM), Not pictured: Doug Elders (FFGFBC), Donny Hedgecoth (Bethlehem BC) and Kenneth Shields (Cumberland Fellowship.

The steep roof now has a tarp on it.

Local volunteers praying together for
Dresden. Before unloading trucks
with donated goods

We completed close to 195 jobs by the end
of the week.
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Christmas Comes to CPBA Churches
Lantana Road Baptist Church

Lantana Road Baptist Church Children

Lantana Road Baptist Church
Live Nativity.

Central Baptist Church presents Sing Joy

Fairfield Glade Baptist Church Triibute Quartet
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Bethlehem Baptist Church presents Living Christmas Cards
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More of Bethlehem’s Living Christmas Cards.
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Pastoral Counseling Center of the Cumberland Plateau
Submitted by Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor, January 2022

Complacency or Setting Goals?

Once the hustle and bustle of Christmas is over, we are left wondering, “Now what?”
New Year’s resolutions are important but so many say, “I can never stick to them.” If we are not moving towards a goal, we become complacent, even perhaps prideful, thinking we are satisfied with oneself or one’s
achievements. Solomon writes in Proverbs 29:18, “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that
keepeth the law, happy is he.” Without goals to press towards, we are left to wander in the dark path that ultimately leads to destruction. Jesus came to this earth with one goal, to redeem mankind, to bring salvation! He
never lost focus of that goal, even through death, because in the end … He arose and ascended back to the Father and is now seated at the right hand of God, bringing ultimate victory to every believer! (Romans 6:4; Acts
7:55-56).
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 16-17). Scripture supports
goal setting in:
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance.” Proverbs 21:5
“But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.” 2 Chronicles 15:7
Perhaps if you are considering goals, be sure to make them reasonable. You could examine your heart and pray
about incorporating one or all the following goals this coming year.
Spiritual goals incorporate ways to grow a closer relationship with Jesus Christ. Philippians 4:13 tells us
that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. We need Christ to accomplish any and all
goals. Some ways to grow a better relationship with God is to read the Word of God daily, pray every
morning and/or night, study the Word through an on-line Bible Study or at church, have a praise session
once a week or more often, or attend church regularly. If you’re married, try sharing prayer time openly
praying for one another daily. This will help you grow respect and trust in the marriage as well. Be sure
to journal your progress, so it builds your faith and commitment.
Emotional goals are to stop the negative thinking! I believe one of the main goals of every believer should
be emotional stability. Proverbs 23:7 says,” For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” If we are thinking
negatively about ourselves, our emotions and actions will follow. But if we begin recognizing we are
loved by The Almighty God, all else will follow. We should seek God to learn how to manage our emotions and not allow them to manage us. The Bible says in Colossians 3:15, “"And let the peace of God
rule in your hearts”. Don't let your emotions make your decisions. A good thing to remember is,
"Wisdom says wait; emotions say hurry."
Physical: Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit. So, what’s in your temple that makes the Holy Spirit
uncomfortable? Hatred, bitterness, unforgiveness, gluttony, pornography, drug abuse, alcoholism, pride,
judging others? How will you change to become more Christ-like? I urge us all to take inventory and
run the race with purpose, so we can live more fully for Him. Our bodies belong to God and He wants
us to be fully His. It’s time for us to work vigorously for the Lord, not just in physical exercise, but in
winning the lost for Him. Christ will give us the strength. I love Isaiah 40:31 that says, “But those who
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grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Physical exercise has some value, but godliness has value for
all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come (Romans 12:1; 1 Corinthians 9:2627; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Proverbs 31:17; Philp 4:13; Isaiah 40:31; 1 Timothy 4:8)
Professional: So many of us go through life not really knowing what we want to do when we “grow up”.
Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” We will make all kinds of plans, but God determines
our steps. One thing is for sure, if we commit everything we do to the Lord, it will succeed. God is able to
do immeasurably more than all we could ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work in us.
What power is at work in your life? We can strive to lead a quiet life, to mind our own business and to
work with our hands, so we may win the respect of outsiders and we are not dependent on anybody. Remember, whatever we do, we should work at it with all our hearts, as working for the Lord and not for
men. (Proverbs 16:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9; Colossians
3:23; Proverbs 16:3)
Social: 1 John 3:18, “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” It is
because of God’s love for us and Christ’s love that we reach out into the world to walk with others and to
accompany them in their journeys. Because social holiness is unique to us, it means that we must be in this
together. We walk with those who are poor, those who are vulnerable, those who live on the margins of
life. It is a gift that God has given; that we would be with one another in this journey as we live our lives
together.
As we set new year’s goals, I pray that God will give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed
(Psalm 20:4). Furthermore, I pray churches will remember to seek God for the direction of their churches and fulfill
what God wants that church to do in and through our community to bring God glory! It’s so important that we not
grow weary in doing good, but rather set new goals for the coming year and have follow through.
Christians are examples of loving others so please wear your mask to protect others! Remember, mask wearing, is
not about protecting me, but rather protecting others.
Praying you have a Happy, healthy New Year! Please feel free to call me to schedule for the new year. I am scheduling for January, February, March. Call 931-787-9033. Happy Holidays!
If you need additional help during the holidays and need to talk to someone now, here are a few helplines to keep
handy.
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 800-273-8255; Adult Protective Services at 888-277-8366; Tennessee Domestic Violence Hotline at 800-356-6767 or 1-800-799-7233; Report Child Abuse 877-237-0004; Alcoholics Anonymous Hotline: 1-866-357-2355; Mental or Substance Abuse Hotline SAMHSA’s National Helpline – 1-800-662HELP (4357).
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Submitted by Ronda Padgett

January 2021

Missions Get-Together is back in
Gatlinburg in 2022!
Make plans now to attend on April 1-3, 2022 at
the Gatlinburg Convention Center.
Missions Get-Together is an event for women to
experience personal growth, engage in meaningful worship, discover missions and ministry opportunities and enjoy the fellowship of other
Christian women. The event includes four general sessions, six breakout session trimes with
over 20 options to choose from to attend, 40
plus exhibitors in the missions and ministry fair,
and over 1,000 women in attendance to fellowship and connect with during the weekend.
WMU Spring Missions
Emphasis Meeting

2022 Quarterly Meetings
March 10

Spring Missions Emphasis Meeting
Hosted by Oak Hill Baptist Church

July 14

Summer Missions Emphasis Meeting
Hosted by Oak Lawn Baptist Church

Nov. 10

Fall Missions Emphasis Meeting
Hosted by Bethlehem Baptist Church

All meetings start at 6:00 p.m. with a meal and fellowship to follow at
7:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to attend. We are all on mission together!
God’s mission. Our passion. All for His Glory!

March 10, 2022
Oak Hill Baptist Church
3036 Genesis Road
Crossville, TN 38555
Theme
“Changing Lives”
Verse: Joshua 1:9
Speaker
Janice Carter,
CWJC/CMJC
State Coordinator for
Tennessee WMU
Mission Project
Gift cards for the annual Silent
Auction at the Missions GetTogether.
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The Joy of Missions

A Christmas Blessing...
Jesus said in Matthew 25:35: “For I was hungry and you gave
Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and
you took Me in.”
Through our Annual Project, three totes filled with a Christmas meal
and groceries were delivered to twelve families at each of our twelve
schools in Cumberland County. Remember when we are ministering
to them, Jesus said that we are ministering to Him!

Tornado Relief
Thank you for joining the CPBA WMU by donating non-perishable foods & diapers to help families
devastated by the December tornadoes and storms. Thank you Pine Eden Baptist Church for assisting
in collecting donations.

Happy New Year!
Through the LORD’S mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.
“The Lord is my portion,“ says my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!” -Lamentations 3:22-24
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First Baptist Crossville Help Wanted
Two Positions:
Church Organist
Church Pianist
Contact (leave Message) Rev. Eric Hinson at 615 670-8370

SAVE THE DATE

If you are interested in carpooling to this event please call the
CPBA Office and sign up 931 484 1858

Adam’s Road is coming back!!
April 24 CPBA Spring Worship Service
Visit https://www.adamsroadministry.com

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
291 Sparta Hwy
P. O. Box 2508
Crossville, TN 38572

Associational Directory
Office Hours Mon.-Thurs.
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Email– cpba4ma@gmail.com
Web: www.cpbaptistassociation.com
Kirk Casey, Associational Missionary
cpbadom@gmail.com

Jan 10

Pastors’ Conference 10:00 a.m.

Cell: 931-787-6565

Jan 10

Leadership Meeting 11:30 a.m.

Jan 10

Executive Council Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Alta Wagner, Ministry Assistant
Office: 931-484-1858
Fax: 931-484-0203

Jan 19-22 Youth Ministry Conclave-Chattanooga

***********************

Jan. 17

Pastors’ Conference 10:00 a.m.

Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor, PCCCP Counseling

Jan 24

Pastors’ Conference 10:00 a.m.

Phone: 931-787-9033

Jan 27

Bivocaational Minister/Wife Retreat

cpbacounseling3@gmail.com

Jan 31

Pastors’ Conference 10:00 a.m.

