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“Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be
to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will
be the sign to you: You will find the Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, goodwill toward men!’” Luke 2:10-14
I believe that there are many people looking forward to the stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve. I don’t think they will be looking forward so much to the arrival of 2021, the New Year, as much as they are ready for the departure of this year, 2020! What a
year 2020 has been. It has been a turbulent year for most people. All of us have experienced and seen the effects of Covid-19.
The weather systems this year have brought an unprecedented number of hurricanes and other disasters like tornadoes, fires, and
floods. And, let’s not forget the turmoil of cultural wars and the clash of politics. I’m sure most of us are ready to wave goodbye
to 2020 and usher in a quick arrival to the year 2021.
With the year that we have experienced, wouldn’t you think that everyone would like to hear the Good News that brings joy and
peace? Well, don’t you possess this Good News? You know the Good News of the birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. The
only one born that would live a perfect life. He is the unique Son of God that would take upon Himself the sins of the world.
Jesus, the very Lamb of God who would be sacrificed on the cross and offer redemption to all who would believe. The Messiah
whom God would raise from the dead so that everyone who does believe would have everlasting life! Jesus Christ, the only one
that can offer anyone true joy and peace.
With all that we have seen in 2020, have you allowed the circumstances of this year to rob you of peace and steal your joy? Someone once said, “Know Jesus, Know Peace – No Jesus, No Peace.” What a great and wonderful truth! If you know Jesus than His
peace is in you. Jesus said it like this, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.” (John 14:27) Paul
reminded us, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made know to God; and the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7) So, no matter the
storm or circumstance in your life, let the world around you see the Good News of Jesus’ peace at work in your life.
And never, ever let a storm, circumstance, or even another person steal your joy. We are responsible to keep and express the joy of
the Lord in and through our lives. While attending and visiting with different churches each Sunday I have the opportunity to enjoy many diverse worship settings. I often look around and observe others that are singing, especially the worship leaders leading
us. Oh, one can tell from the expression on a person’s face that they are singing out with the joy of the Lord. While on the other
hand you’ll see an expression that makes you wonder, “What happened to their joy?” What I’m trying to say is captured in the following video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTsSj74DEcA “Ain’t nothing going to steal her joy!”
Yes, we are ready to see the year 2020 behind us and laid to rest in the history books. So, as you prepare to usher in the New Year
and face its trials and tribulations, will you stand confident in the peace and joy of Jesus Christ? Let your life herald the Good
News that His peace is your security and the joy of the Lord is your strength.
Kirk
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Delivering 258 Christmas Backpacks to Morristown, TN

Ready to load the trailer at Oak Lawn Baptist Church.

More backpacks waiting to be picked up.

Backpacks delivered to God’s Warehouse in Morristown,
TN.

Backpacks collected at Oak Lawn.

Backpacks loaded onto a trailer and ready for transport.

Our backpacks stacked with hundreds of backpacks
from East TN to be distributed by ministries in East TN.

Let’s get more churches involved next year and try to reach a goal of 500! Thanks to
Fairfield FBC, Lantana Road, Memorial and Oaklawn Baptist churches for their participation this year.
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Senior Adult Thanksgiving
Meal at Bethlehem Baptist.
Music presented by Home
Schoolers

Kirk Casey, Scott Monday,
and Eric Hinson gathered
for the Virtual Summit.

Rebuild Team working in Gatlinburg, TN

Helping a retired minister’s wife with replacing her
side deck. This is how we found the deck with no
stairs or way to escape the second story.

Old deck has been demolished and new deck is coming
along. Doug Elders waiting for another floor joist board.
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Dan Wentland helping remove the air conditioner.

The homeowner is inspecting her new deck and stairs.

Kay Lynn Elders painting the new siding.

Nice, new set of stairs.

Finished product now provides a safe escape from the
second story.
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Kay Lynn Elders, the McCall family; Caleb, Marcee, and
Huck did a fantastic job cleaning up the yard.

Wow! What a nice, clean backyard.

Disaster Relief Chainsaw Team sent to Clark County, Alabama

Before

Warren Yates on the tractor while a Chaplain speaks
with homeowner on the porch.

After

Donnie Hedgecoth strategizing about this tree on the fence.
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Before

Before

Working into the dark to “giter dun”.

After

After –Notice pile of limbs on
the road.

Some trees we try to save by standing them back up.
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Before– Chimney saved the tree from hitting the house.

After

During

Nice place for lunch.

WMU continued from page 9….

You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have community of faith on your sofa. You can't experience the power of a
room full of believers worshipping together on your sofa.
Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. We engage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We do life together. The church needs you. And you need the church.
Wherever you are, find a local [Bible-believing] church where you and your family can be part of community and use
your talents to advance the kingdom and reach others. To come alongside one another physically, not just through a
screen. While I'm grateful for technology to keep people connected that can't physically come to a facility or need to be
away, it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will be.
Yes, church on the sofa is nice.
But it'll never be the same as church in the sanctuary. (unknown Pastor)
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Pastoral Counseling Center of the Cumberland Plateau
Submitted by: Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor, December 2020

Beat Holiday Stress
The impact of Christmas can be profound and not always positive. Stress is intensified over
family conflicts, the misuse of alcohol, heightened loneliness, financial worries, and domestic
violence. Here are a few important facts to remember:


Build in time to spend with God by reading and studying the Word of God and praying over everything!



Learn to journal and write down your thoughts and then find scriptures that overturn those negative
thoughts into positive promises from God’s Word.



Learn to say “No”. Saying “no” sometimes does wonders to holiday stress, clearing our minds to
focus on what matters most. As you are confronted with invitations and commitments, ask God for
wisdom about how to invest your time and energy.



Change your perspective and decide that you will learn ways to experience God in the midst of a less
-than-perfect gathering.



Choose to be the family member that chooses to extend extra grace as a gift to others. Honesty and
clear communication can help prevent major disagreement or conflict. Remember that “peace on
earth” begins at home. We cannot control what others do, but we have the ability to turn away conflict. James 1:19 tells us to be “quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry.”



Grieving a Lost Loved One, loneliness. For many families this Christmas, there will be an empty
chair at the table—a parent, spouse or loved one who has recently passed away. Holidays have a way
of triggering memories and making grief fresh. It’s important not to suppress grief. Be open with
your family members, a trusted friend, or a counselor, as you talk about the good memories you had.
A good way to honor that person you loved is to find a non-profit organization that supports what
they were interested in and make a donation or volunteer some time for them. Remember that “The
Lord is close to the brokenhearted” (Ps. 34:8) and “Heals the brokenhearted” in His time (Psalm
147:3).



Financial Concerns. Lack of money and the pressures of gift-giving are two top holiday stressors.
It’s important to set a budget and learn to work within that budget. Simplify your gift giving. Try regifting or making something special from items you have at home. Write a song, play an instrument,
sing a song for family gatherings as a gift to them. Only purchase what you can pay for in cash. Focus on spending time together, building good memories with family and friends, and give the gift of
peace and love rather than giving purchased gifts.



Remember above all, Jesus is the reason for the season! Merry Christmas!

Pastoral Counseling Center of the Cumberland Plateau
A serving ministry of the cooperating churches of the Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association

That no one might say: “No man cared for my soul”. Psalm 142:4
Anyone in need of counseling please contact Carolyn Scott at 931 787 9033.
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LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Yolanda Heuser-December 2020

TN WMU EVENTS…..
Pray that the State can
begin to schedule with
confidence events that
are paramount for the
best interest of the
WMU.

2021 WMU Missions
Emphasis Meetings
► MARCH 18th . –Oak Hill
Baptist--3037 Genesis
Road, Crossville, TN
38571
► JULY 15th . – Fairfield
Glade First Baptist
Church-130 Towne
Centre Way, Fairfield
Glade, TN 38571Speakers: The Smith’s,
retired missionaries
► NOV 18th . –Pine Eden
Baptist Church—976
Genesis Road,
Crossville TN
38555Speaker: Kim
Cruse, former Missionary & TN WMU/TBMB
Missions Discipleship
Specialist

ALL MEETINGS START AT 6:00
PM AND ARE 60/65-EAT
MEETINGS- [last no longer
than 60/65 minutes, then we
EAT.] MEN, WOMEN &
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME..

2020 is almost over! I have heard so many people state, they cannot wait for this year to end, the worst year ever, they just want to
forget it. Shirts have been made with derogatory comments toward what a horrific year. Yes, I agree it has been a very difficult
year, but the most horrific year-?-I doubt that. Yes, we have been
in a pandemic, yes, we have lost friends and love ones, and yes a
lasting economic turn to which multiple generations will see effects. BUT…don’t you just love that conjunction with such a BIG
function, I do. Yes what a year, we have seen committed Christian
rise and shine, we have seen lost people come to the Lord, we
have seen millions of people hear the gospel through Facebook
and YouTube, did you get that? This so called “worst year ever”,
has seen more people in a short few months hear the gospel than
ever before!!! Yes, I too have suffered lost, I too have seen friends
get sick, but I too have seen things in a positive way that I thought
I would never get the opportunity to be a part of. Again it is all
about perception, I choose to see 2020 as a year that God has
used our suffering for a greater purpose...do I know what all that
is, no but I choose to look around and see the good with the bad.
Did it take the death of that loved one, or the very near death of a
love one to see a lost family member saved-I have seen this. Don’t
get me wrong, there has been REAL pain, REAL hurt in families
and it is still an ongoing problem, but what do we choose to see
and to do about it, is the REAL problem. Are we going to be on
missions sharing the greatest gift ever given or do will follow the
world and let this situation bring us down and be just like...the
world or do we choose to shine in this dark time with the LOVE
of Jesus and be REAL with the world, there is a SAVIOR, and it
is not in an immunization or in a government, but in a living Savior-Jesus Christ-that is the difference!!!

As church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online
services become very convenient (who doesn't love not getting
ready in the morning or leaving the home?!), it's important to remember why church attendance for you and your family matters
so much.
Continuation on page 7…...
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Christmas Programs

First Baptist Church of Crossville
will be doing a "Congregational Christmas Musical" consisting of seven familiar Christmas/Advent songs with a reading of the Christmas story from Luke 2, plus the lighting
of the Advent Candles representing the Shepherds and the Christ Child. The Congregation becomes the Choir for this service!
Pastor Clyde Schulz will bring a brief message. The music will be directed by Rev. Eric
Hinson, Minister of Music. This special service will be Sunday, December 20 @ 10 am.
We invite everyone to come and Worship with us. Safety measures and social distancing
are being practiced for everyone's health and well-being.

Memorial Baptist Church
1858 Sparta Highway, Crossville, will present the special Christmas musical, “Come Let Us Adore,” on Sunday, December
20, at 10:30 a.m. With a blend of new, seasonal anthems and traditional carols, the 40-minute program features beautifully
recorded musical arrangements and video accompaniment, along with inspiring narration. Created by Russell Mauldin and
Sue C. Smith, and arranged by Mauldin, “Adore” is filled with songs to draw the heart closer to the true hope and joy of the
season. Also planned for the service are children’s music, special selections and congregational Christmas hymns. For more
information, call (931) 484-9278 or email mbc@volfirst.net.

JOB OPENING
Fairfield Glade First Baptist Church is seeking a part time custodian for 20-22 hours per week. Hours
are flexible and will coordinate with church services and other church events. Please pick up a job application or send resume to: ffgfbc@onhisrock.org
Fairfield Glade First Baptist Church, 130 Towne Centre Way. Crossville, TN 38571.(931) 484-6927,
www.onhisrock.org

Love Packages Mission Trip December 7-8
PUTTING THE WORD OF GOD INTO HUNGRY HANDS ALL
OVER THE WORLD

Love Packages collects bible donations—as well as donations of Christian books, Sunday School materials, and more—from people and publishers across the U.S. and ship it
to our network of distributors all over the world.
We ship more than 1000 tons of recycled gospel literature on the mission field every
year. Our goal for 2020 is to ship 2,020 tons overseas.
 Some needed Christian materials: Bibles, Reference materials. Books, Magazines,
daily devotionals, and tracts, Sunday school materials, CDs, DVDs, BluRay, Puppets, nativity sets, etc.
 Check out the website at lovepackages.org.


Get ready for the Holidays by boxing up your used literature and bringing it by CPBA
by December 3rd. If you would like to take part in this mission trip (or a future one),
please contact Kirk Casey at 931-484-1858 or 931-787-6565.

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
291 Sparta Hwy
P. O. Box 2508
Crossville, TN 38572

Associational Directory
Office Hours Mon.-Thurs.
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Email– cpba4ma@gmail.com
Web: www.cpbaptistassociation.com
Kirk Casey, Associational Missionary
cpbadom@gmail.com
Cell: 931-787-6565

December 7

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

December 7-8

Love Packages Mission Trip

December 14

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

Alta Wagner, Ministry Assistant

December 21

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

Office: 931-484-1858

December 28

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

Fax: 931-484-0203
***********************

Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor, PCCCP Counseling
Phone: 931-787-9033
cpbacounseling3@gmail.com

