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Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association
“The Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association is a network of Churches committed to evangelizing, teaching and
ministering to our World.”
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the LORD.’”
Psalm 122:1
This morning I had a conversation with one of our pastors about the many people that have recently been visiting at the church
he pastors. This conversation was not unlike several that I have had in recent weeks with other pastors. It seems that there is a
rise in the number of visitors that our churches are experiencing. Of course, this seems to be a very good thing of which each
of these pastors voiced their thankfulness and appreciation.
Now you might be thinking, “Is my church experiencing more visitors than usual?” Thinking about and talking about new people and visitors in church is a subject that we should be having more often than not. We often speak in terms of how we can
attract more visitors to our churches. Have you ever thought about ways we might be turning people away from our churches?
On a podcast recently, Dr. Thom Rainer talked about this subject, the “Top Ten Ways Churches Drive-away First Time
Guests.” The list came from a survey of first time church guests that decided not to come back to the church they had visited.
Below I have summarized this “top ten list” and made a few comments. Can we take the constructive criticism? Do any of
these fit? Are you ready? Here they are:
1.

Having a stand up and greet one another time in the worship service.

Remember, the guests say that they don’t like this. So, who likes it? The members of the church like it. I know, this is a sacred
cow and any pastor that suggests not doing a stand up and greet time might as well pack his bags. I know from my experience
visiting our association churches that I am rarely approached during this time. I almost always have to be the initiator and I’m
not a first time guest! Imagine how a first time guest feels.
2.

Unfriendly church members.

Most church members believe that they are friendly and that their church is friendly. However, most are friendly to the people
that they know. How often do we speak to first time guests before the stand up and greet time?
3.

Unsafe and unclean children’s area.

Do you really want to reach young families? Than your children’s area will become a priority. Is everything clean, fresh, and
inviting? Do you have a good secure check-in system? Think like a young family and what you would want when leaving your
child.
4.

No place to get information.

Do you have a welcome center and is it manned by friendly, knowledgeable church members? Don’t have a welcome center?
How about a welcome team that is obvious when you’re a first time guest?
5.

Bad church website.

Remember your website is for those looking for a church. Your members rarely look at the church website. So, the home page
should be exclusively for those visiting your website and looking for a church. For example, is your time of service and church
location easy to find?
6.

Poor signage.

Are there good signs that point to parking, which door is the best entrance from the parking lot, restrooms, welcome center,
children’s area, sanctuary, office, etc.
7.

Insider church language.

We often use church jargon that leaves first time guests clueless. It could be our denominational references (SBC, IMB,
NAMB, WMU), theological churchy words, or church insider language.
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8.

Boring or bad service.

One of my pet peeves in this area has to do with special music. It is difficult to listen to a great message in song when the one
singing has not notified their face of the truth of what they are singing. For example, if it’s a joyful song there should be noticeable joy on the singers face. Don’t look like you’re about to throw up or that your friend just died.
9.

Members telling guests that they were in their seat or pew.

It is difficult to believe, but this still happens. Unreal, but believe me!
10.

Dirty facilities.

I tried to throw away some old fake flowers one time. They were ugly, faded, dingy, and had layers of dust on them. They were
also donated by a church family many years ago and no one wanted to hurt their feelings. I can only imagine what guests
thought of our beautiful flower arrangements while I was delivering a sermon. I believe the “rat patrol” finally dumped those
flowers.
These are just ten categories to think about if you do not want to drive first time guests away from your church.
Kirk

Disaster Relief volunteers celebrate their 40th anniversary at Mr. Juliet.

Bethlehem Baptist Family Life Center under
construction.

Thank you for your service. Go with God
National Guard Troop 278.
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Report

Your Church’s Annual Profile is due September 4.
Please call Alta ( 931) 484 -1858 at the Association Office if you need help
with this report in order to meet this important deadline.

Memorial Baptist Church
1858 Sparta Hwy
Crossville
Beth Moore, Speaker
Travis Cottrell, Worship Leader
You're invited to be part of this global, one-day simulcast that will encourage you to dive
deeper into the Word of God.
Join Beth and thousands of women worldwide as she shares truth to guide your own journey of
faith.
For more information call: 931 484-9278 or 931 200-5207

Change the Date-We Need Volunteers
Please note the date change on your calendar for the fall trip to Love Packages.
The new dates replace September 26-28 with September 20-21.
If you would like to join us on this trip, the cost is $65.00 for a hotel room plus
meals. We depart at 7:30 a.m. and return the following day around 8:00 p.m. Call
Kirk if you are interested at 931 484 1858.
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For more information, contact:
Mark Miller, Sunday School Specialist
615 476 5564 or mmiller@tnbaptist.org

Disaster Relief Training
August 18, 2018 – The River Community Church, 1200 Miracle Road, Cookeville, TN 38506. To pre-register for
this class, contact apearson@therivercc.com. The credentialing fee is $36. This fee will cover not only the cost of the
ID and background check but also the cost of any of the basic training courses a volunteer wants to take over the next 3
years. In order to be fully credentialed, you will need to take at least one specialized class after you have taken the prerequisite course of “Introduction to Southern Baptist Disaster Relief.”
7:30 AM – 8:00 AM – Registration
8:00 AM – 10:00 AM – Introduction to Disaster Relief
10:00 AM – 10:30 AM – Break and ID pictures made
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM – Chainsaw Operation & Safety (Classroom)
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM – Lunch – $6/person
1:00 PM – 2:30 PM – Flood Recovery
Registration Forms
Disaster Relief volunteers can now download the following forms to their computers and fill them out and bring them
with you to training or send them to the DR office. By typing these forms, you are helping us save time with data entry
and increasing our accuracy of keeping your records. Use this link to find the
forms: http://tndisasterrelief.org/registration-forms/
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Pastoral Counseling Center of the Cumberland Plateau
Submitted by Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor
August 2018

August is a month of new beginnings. Children return to school and begin new grade levels and meet
new students and teachers; college students leave home and begin their journey into academic excellence
meeting new people from all parts of the world. Parents are in a new territory of having to trust their
child to strangers. And for some parents whose children are going to college, they face one of life’s
toughest challenges, empty nest syndrome.
Ecclesiastes 3 tells us that changes are inevitable. And even though we may have a strong relationship
with God, fear may at times overtake our thinking and cause us to feel out of control.
It is important to remember, that thou seasons change, God never changes! God is still the same today
as He has always been and will ever be. God’s Word never promises we will not face fear, but it does tell
us that when we do face fear, to remember that God is for us and will deliver us out of all our fears.
We do have powerful weapons to fight our fears and situations that are beyond our control. God wants
us to pray and fast. Remember that prayer and fasting can bring changes into a situation quicker than
anything we could orchestrate to change a situation.
Fasting is not simply a way to get what we want, but fasting:
Brings dynamic results
Helps us to become more like Christ
Allows us to make a special request or achieve a specific goal
Affords us the opportunity to express and experience more praise, worship, and honor to God
Helps us to better prepare ourselves for serving God
Helps us to more fully open our hearts to the hungry
Helps us to intercede on behalf of the sins and weaknesses of others
Helps us to develop self-discipline and show our commitment to God
Fasting and prayer transforms our thinking and helps us to be more obedient into carrying out God’s
perfect plan for our lives. God’s ways are perfect. God tells us that fasting is to accomplish: (reference
Isaiah 58:5-14)
The loosening of the bands of wickedness,
The undoing of heavy burdens, and
Setting the oppressed free, and to
Break every yoke
To be moved with compassion for those who are hungry and have little
And as we fast:





Our light will break forth as the morning
Our health shall spring forth speedily
Our righteousness shall go before thee and
The glory of the LORD shall be thy reward.
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Counseling continued…..
Scripture in Isaiah tells us that:
We shall call upon the Lord and He will answer
We shall cry and He will answer, “Here I am”.
The LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones
Thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.
God will build up the old waste places of our lives
God will raise up the foundations of many generations
And thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.
Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the
earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father
For the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
Remember, you are not alone. If you need support or prayer, call today. Carolyn Scott is accepting new clients for the fall 2018. If you would like to make a counseling appointment, call Carolyn at 931-787-9033. A
sliding pay scale is suggested, but no one is ever turned away for their inability to pay.
Grief and Loss Peer support groups are forming for children, grades 2+ and teens, grades 5+. We have 5
trained facilitators and we are looking for more. If you are interested in knowing more about the details, give
me a call at 931-787-9033. Will you help a child who is grieving by letting them know they are not alone?
Call today.
Carolyn Scott is accepting new clients for the fall 2018. If you would like to make a counseling appointment,
call Carolyn at 931-787-9033. A sliding pay scale is suggested, but no one is ever turned away for their inability to pay.
*****************************
Grief and Loss Peer support groups are forming for children, grades 2+ and teens, grades 5+. We have 5
trained facilitators and we are looking for more. If you are interested in knowing more about the details, give
me a call at 931-787-9033. Will you help a child who is grieving by letting them know they are not alone?
Call today.

The CPBA is a 501C3 organization! Your donations are eligible for tax deduction. Please help us continue our
counseling services. By making a monthly donation to the counseling ministries, you allow us to continue providing
discounted counseling services to indigent and hardship cases. We want to ensure this counseling ministry continues. Please write your check to CPBA and mark your donation “Counseling Ministry” to ensure your donation goes
towards counseling. Again, we thank you for giving.

The Messenger
Page 7

Baby
ComfortMONTH
Station time in the CPBA WMU!
OCTOBER
HUNGER
$250.00IS GLOBAL
SEVERAL SHIFTS STILL AVAILABLE!!!
YOLANDA HEUSER
AUGUST 2018

MISSION
EMPHASIS
MEETINGS-2018

------------------------November 15th
Pine Eden
976 Genesis Road
Crossville, TN

ALL MEETINGS ARE @
6:00 PM & are 6065/EAT
EVERYONE IS
INVITED:
MEN, WOMEN &
CHILDREN

Its time- Baby Comfort Station time- sign up to work at the Baby Comfort Station.
Text/call me-248-1800.
Will you consider working at the Baby Comfort Station? Give me 2 ½ hours of your time
and work a shift and I assure you, you will be blessed; as you serve the people through the
many services of the Baby Comfort Station.
Our Summer Missions Emphasis Meeting was a great meeting. We had 54 in attendance,
our offering was $246.00, and this goes toward our Project 3-3-3, “Food for the World.”
We enjoyed a wonderful meal and Fredonia was a gracious host, thank you to all the members.
Although two of our guest speaker had to cancel, this turned out to be a blessing. This
gave Joe Sorah, Compassion Ministries Specialist for the TBMB, had more time to discuss
the many ways to serve Tennessee through Compassion Ministries. He introduced us to a
ministry-CHRISTMAS BACKPACKS for children and teens in TENNESSEE! This is a
similar to the Christmas Shoe boxes, which is a wonderful program concept, but these
backpacks stay in Tennessee. For more information go to the website. Vickie Anderson
and Beth Moore, both from the TN WMU will be at our Fall Meeting.
If you know of a church that would like to apply to receive/distribute the Christmas backpacks, the form is available online. Note the deadline is August 1.
http://www.tnbaptist.org/backpacks
JAM-is September and is open to ALL children 1st-6th grades, both boy and girls-not just
GA’s and RA’s-ALL CHILDREN…I can tell from personal experience, the children
LOVE it and start asking me as soon as they get back on the bus “can we come next
year”, both boys and girls ask.
JAM is a one-day missions event for children grades 1-6 and children’s leaders. Children will experience worship and hands-on missions learning opportunities while
meeting missionaries and learning what it means to love Jesus and share s love with
others! For more information go the www.tnwmu.org
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WMU Continued….
WMU DATES:
AUGUST-2018
1 Christmas in August
18 Equipping Missions
Leaders, Middle TNBellevue Baptist
Church-Nashville
25 Equipping Missions
Leaders, East TN- First
Baptist Church-Lenoir
City



Please continue praying for each child and adult that will stop/pass by
the Baby Comfort Station.



Please pray that God will open their eyes and their hearts to be receptive to whatever He has for them, whether it is salvation or turning back
to Him or maybe it is just obedience to a call.



Please pray God will use the volunteers working the station or through
reading the material, watching the movies or listening to the CD to plant
many seeds.



Please pray that God will use this ministry project to glorify Him.

TEXT/CALL 248-1800- to reserve your shift-PLEASE!

ANNUAL CPBA MEETING
Lantana Road Baptist Church
October 7, 2018

Teen grief and loss peer support groups
are forming. Meet for 11 weeks for one
hour. Once we have 6 registered, we will begin meeting. Free. Call today 931-787-9033.
If you are interested in facilitating or assisting grief recovery peer groups please contact:
Carolyn Scott at 931-787-9033
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Community Yard Sale
11178 Eastland Road
Sparta, TN
September 29, 2018
9AM – 4PM
Hotdog/Beverage $1
Fellowship
Silent Auction

Southwest Baptist Church
Yard Sale items accepted and appreciated. All benefits go to church for community outreach.

Thanks to the following churches who participated in the Crossville Roane State Campus Noon meals during the
spring semester! You were such a blessing to so many!
Bethlehem Baptist, Central Baptist, Cumberland Fellowship, Lantana Road Baptist, Memorial Baptist, Pine
Eden Baptist and Oaklawn Baptist.
If you would like to help minister this fall to our local students we would love to have you! There is such a need to
touch lives at the local campus and the noon meals help greatly. We are praying that enough churches will participate
this year to be able to feed students once every week instead of every other week like last semester. We feed about 70
students from 11:00 - 1:30. You can bring the food and drop it off or stay and visit with students. We ask that you
provide food, plates and utensil, drinks (bottle water works great), and food. If you can bring in disposable containers we are able to leave what is left for the those attending the evening classes as well. We are still working to see
what day of the week we will be feeding. Contact David Mahan if your church, mission group, Sunday school class
or other group would like to help!
David Mahan
615-464-7262
oaklawn@frontiernet.net

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
291 Sparta Hwy
P. O. Box 2508
Crossville, TN 38572

Associational Directory
Office Hours Mon.-Thurs.
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Dates to Remember
August 6

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

Web: www.cpbaptistassociation.com

August 13

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

Kirk Casey, Associational Missionary

August 18

Disaster Relief Training 7:30-2:30
The River Church, Cookeville

August 20

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.

August 21

Sunday School Training 6:30-9:00 p.m.
New Providence Baptist, Loudon

August 23

Sunday School Training 6:30-9:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church, Cookeville

August 27

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m

Email– cpba4ma@gmail.com

cpbadom@gmail.com
Cell: 931-787-6565
Alta Wagner, Ministry Assistant
Office: 931-484-1858
Fax: 931-484-0203
***********************

Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor, PCCCP Counseling
Phone: 931-787-9033
cpbacounseling3@gmail.com

