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Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association
“The Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association is a network of Churches committed to evangelizing, teaching and
ministering to our World.”
“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy,
for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is right for me to think this of you all
because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel,
you all are partakers with me of grace. For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1: 3-8
Can you hear the desire in Paul’s words to the Philippian church? It’s as if Paul has a deep fondness for fellowship with the
church. Listen to the ache in his heart to be with the church: “how I greatly long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ.”
Does this kind of love and affection still exist in the church? Do we experience and express this type of fellowship throughout
our churches? Does the world, especially our community observe us as we share and extend God’s grace and love? Remember Jesus said, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Our association of churches is dispersed all across Cumberland County. Our churches reach from Westel in the east to Mayland in the west and from Isolene and Fairfield Glade in the north to Pleasant Hill and Lantana in the south with many in between. How are we able to have fellowship with each other with all of our churches so scattered?
Glad you asked! Several times a year we ask our churches to come together for fellowship and worship. Two dates are usually
the same every year, the last Sunday of April and the first Sunday of October. These two dates should already be on your
yearly calendar. Occasionally we’ll get together for another time of fellowship.
April offers several opportunities for our churches to come together for fellowship. Throughout this newsletter one can find
announcements about times to gather for fellowship and worship. I would like to point out a few of these.
Hopefully all of our church ministers, staffs, and spouses have made reservations to attend the Ministers Appreciation Dinner
at Cumberland Fellowship on April 4th.
Our annual Spring Worship Rally is April 28, hosted by Central Baptist Church at 6:00 p.m. Our theme is focusing on having
Jesus Conversations. John Meader will be our speaker. Ready For Rain, a young group of worship leaders from Knoxville
churches, will lead our music.
If you are one of our Sr. Adults, you do not want to miss our Sr. Adult Get Togethers on April 29 and 30. FBC FFG will host us
on the 29th with Sam Greer speaking and a quartet leading our music. Last year we all had a great time with the Bilbreys. This Blue Grass Gospel group will be back with us on April 30th at First Baptist Church of Crossville. Our speakers on
this day will be Jerry and Becky Drace.
Don't miss the opportunities for fellowship and worship this month.
“How greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ.”
Kirk
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Missions team working in Warsaw, North Carolina
Jim Pierce, Dub Pierce, Eric Martin, Doug Elders,
Kirk Casey, and Dan Wentland.

Doug Elders leading a devotion.

Temporary FEMA trailers beside a
flooded residence.

Before

After
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New Bathroom

Temporary Kitchen

Finished Bedroom

Newly Installed Shower

Living Space
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The Pastoral Counseling Center of the Cumberland Plateau
(Submitted by Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor)
Are You Lonely?
Loneliness is not the same as being alone. Being alone suggests it is a choice we make to do
something by ourselves such as write, meditate, sleep, etc. But loneliness is a feeling of aloneness no
matter how many people you are around. Loneliness is a feeling of separation, isolation, or distance in
human relations. It implies we have emotional pain, an empty feeling, a yearning to feel understood and
accepted by someone. It gives one the feeling of being disconnected, unplugged, rejected, or even isolated; and, most often we feel misunderstood and not satisfied.
The Prophet Jeremiah is a good example of someone who spent a life of social loneliness and his
loneliness came as a result of his commitment and obedience to God (see Jeremiah 15 and 16). His only
consolation for his loneliness was time spent with God.
God had called Jeremiah to be a prophet, God’s spokesman, to warn a wicked and idolatrous nation of impending disaster, a judgment upon their rebellion against God and their worship of the pagan
idols around them.
Jeremiah did this for more than 40 years and each year it became worse. Jeremiah was not silent
with God; he had grievances. In Jeremiah 8, he prayed, “I am crushed, I mourn. horror grips me…. Is
there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there?” and in Jeremiah 15 and 20, Jeremiah complains to
God saying, “I am ridiculed… everyone mocks me… the word of the Lord has brought me insult and
reproach.” I shudder to think what God thought about this, but isn’t that the way we are today? We complain about everything to God! Can you imagine how lonely he must have felt? Can you imagine how
you would feel if God had given you this direction?
Some of us experience the same emotions as Jeremiah: angry, fearful, uncertain, and depressed,
rejected by friends, can’t trust anyone, even feeling that God has betrayed or deceived us in some way
(which we know is not true!). Jeremiah’s life was so painful he wished he had never been born. Have you
ever thought that?
Jeremiah told God everything he was thinking. He would complain with a mixture of the good
and bad, and then he would remember God’s promises, then he would complain again. That sounds like
many of us! Jeremiah, just like those mentioned in Hebrews 11 of having great faith, all pressed through
this betrayal barrier because they refused to buy into satan’s lies that God didn’t care about them and
that He had abandoned them. They all came back to the Lord and remembered God’s promises. Jeremiah
acknowledged God’s sovereignty in Jeremiah 32:17.
The interesting thing about Hebrews 11 and the Prophet Jeremiah was that they each saw what
God had promised in FAITH! (Hebrews 11:39-40). All of these strong warriors for Christ went through
challenging times, some even to death, but never giving up on God. They all accepted by faith that God
would do what He said. It was as if they were waving at the promise coming down that road, and if not
realized by them, the next generation would. That’s faith!
We all hope to see the evidence of our faith, but “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1). God is setting our hearts and minds on the eternal perspective and our eternal home … Heaven! Oh, isn’t it exciting to see what God is doing? Matthew 5:1112 says that we are blessed when people insult us, persecute us and falsely say things about us because of
our stand for Jesus Christ. Let us rejoice daily and be glad, because our reward in Heaven will be great! I
believe the greatest reward for all of us is to see Him face to face!

The Messenger
Page 5

Jesus felt isolation and loneliness as he prayed in the garden before the Crucifixion because the others kept falling
asleep. And even when Jesus was hanging on the cross, he cried out, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?" that
is, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?" (Matthew 27:46). Jesus experienced the ultimate separation from God, which is spiritual death, so we would never have to know it. Even while Jesus was on
the cross he looked into your face and said, “I am dying for you!” Jesus went through all this suffering, separation, loneliness, and pain so you could have liberty in Him! Jesus is the perfect son of God, spotless, sinless lamb
for all of mankind.
God created us for fellowship with himself. When sin entered the world, sin separated us from God, but
God sent His Son, Jesus, to die for our sins so that the fellowship could be restored through faith. If we feel distanced from God, someone moved, and it was not God who moved! The way back to fellowship is to repent of
any un-repented sin, turn from that sin, practice your faith and hope in Jesus Christ by spending time with him in
prayer, Bible devotion, attending church, having fellowship with other Christian believers, memorize scripture,
and stand on the promises of God.
It is important to remember that none of us are perfect and that the sinful will of man will disappoint and
let us down. Forgiveness is key to any healthy relationship. If you are holding onto bitterness, grudges, or hostility/hatred, it benefits no one. God tells us to let it go (surrendering it to God), repent of it, and be reconciled to
God and to others. Accept others as they are and love them enough to help them grow in grace with respect to one
another.
Lastly, because of sin in our lives, we live with self-condemnation. We feel ashamed to approach the
throne of Grace. We dwell on our failures or mistakes, rather than believing that God loves us and gave Himself
for us. Even while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). We should recognize God is growing us
in the Holy Spirit daily, and through these trials we learn to trust God all the more.
As a Christian Pastoral Counselor, I hear many say they cannot find it within themselves to forgive themselves. Well, the good news is “You don’t have to!” Who are we to not forgive ourselves when the Almighty God
has forgiven us? If we refuse to forgive ourselves then we exalt ourselves above God, and this is sin! We should
do as Jeremiah did and that is to reflect on God’s sovereignty, His promises, and His forgiveness! When we do
this, it restores us to fellowship with God, helps us to build good Christian relationships, and helps us to love ourselves through the eyes of God.
To schedule appointments, call 931-484-1858 or 931-787-9033. Be blessed!

Pastoral Counseling Center of the Cumberland Plateau
Remember to make your Tax Time Donation to the Pastoral Counseling Center of the Cumberland Plateau (PCCCP), a non-profit providing pastoral counseling services to all, never turning away an individual for
their inability to pay, and to ensure no man may say, "No Man Cared for My Soul", Psalm 142:4. Please make
your checks payable to PCCCP and note in the memo line “Counseling Services”. Thank you for giving
financially so that hurting individuals can find hope and healing in the power of Jesus Christ.
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Submitted by Yolanda Heuser

Shout it from the rooftops, He is Risen!
“A great speaker,….excellent dinner...icing on the cake was...”

2019 WMU Missions
Emphasis Meetings
► JULY 11TH. -?- WILL YOUR
HOME CHURCH CONSIDER
HOSTING US?

► NOVEMBER 7TH. OAKLAWN
BAPTIST CHURCH 3977 HWY
70E Speaker: Linda CooperNational WMU President
ALL MEETINGS ARE 60/65EAT MEETINGS- [last no
longer than 60/65 minutes, then
we EAT.]
MEETINGS START AT 6:00
PMMEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN

The Spring Mission Emphasis Meeting was...
The Spring Mission Emphasis is over and it was a great meeting. Memorial
Baptist Church hosted our meeting and as always they were a gracious host.
The soup, sandwiches and desserts were enjoyed by all and made for an
excellent dinner; which followed our meeting. The meeting was, as always
short, informative and our speaker, Stan Owens-Hughes was a great
speaker; I had several to tell me how much they enjoyed him. He spoke of
his family and their work in Brazil.
We had 61 in attendance and our offering was $219.99. Our annual offering
this year will go toward the purchasing of food to make a basket with a complete Christmas meal for a family from each of the 12 Cumberland County
Schools. We will solicit the help of the guidance councilor from each of the
12 schools to pick one student’s family to be the recipient of each of the baskets.
Our quarterly mission project was the gift cards for the Silent Auction at the
Get-Together and Connection, April 5-7th. We received enough gift cards to
make 2 baskets and they were on display at the meeting.
Now for the icing on the cake...
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PRAY BIG-BELIEVE BIG...
As I reported in the January newsletter, we have a Baby Comfort
Station/Event Trailer. We are in need of funds to convert this
trailer into a working Baby Comfort Station/event trailer. This
morning on the inside of my yogurt label it said Think Big,
Dream Big. As I thought about that I was reminded of this
summer when it was so hot and the tents were torn and we were
trying to decide what we were going to do, and I said we have to
get a trailer by next year, we just cannot continue to do this. No
one thought it would be possible. How could we possibly afford
such an expense? I say instead of following the yogurt label of
“Think Big, Dream Big” let’s “Pray Big, Believe Big”!
We know nothing is impossible with God and again He has
proven that! Not only did He provide the trailer at an excellent
price, He is now dealing with the hearts of people to come on
board and support us. How do I know this; because we received
a check from one of the associational churches for $500.00! In
the words of Paul Harvey, now for the rest of the story. This is
not one of our big churches with hundreds in attendance, nor is
it one of our churches with a hundred in attendance, it is one
with fifty-ish or less. It is a church that has heart, obedience
and a willingness to serve. Not only were they the first to give,
but they spun a giving at the Spring meeting when I announced
that we had received this check, we had two other individuals to
donate $20 each, for a total of $540.00 in one evening. Yes, unequivocally, Pray Big, Believe Big, because we serve a Big God!!!
To God be the glory, yesterday, today, and tomorrow for great
things He has and will do! Please be in prayer for the funds to
come in that we may begin the “build out” and start using this
trailer for the glory of God.

TN WMU EVENTS…..

APRIL 2019
► 5 TN WMU Executive
Board Meeting,
Gatlinburg

► 5-7 Get-Together &
Connection, Gatlinburg

► 6 TN WMU Annual
Meeting, Gatlinburg

► 7 Cooperative Program
Sunday

► 12-14 Royal Ambassadors Wilderness Challenge at Boxwell Reservation, Lebanon

► 19 TBMB Offices
closed for Good Friday
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CUMBERLAND PLATEAU BAPTIST ASSOCIATION


JULY 11TH. -?- WE MUST HAVE A HOSTING CHURCH BY THE FIRST WEEK OF APRIL-IN ORDER TO PLAN FOR A SPEAKER
►THEME: Children… “Never give your family the leftovers and crumbs of your time.”

Charles Swindoll

►VERSE: He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind... Proverbs 11:29
►SPEAKER: TBA
►MISSION PROJECT: Christian children’s and adult books, CD, movies for the Baby Comfort Station


NOVEMBER 7TH. OAKLAWN BAPTIST CHURCH 3977 HWY 70E- hosting FALL MISSION EMPHASIS MEEETING
►THEME: Sharing the gift of kindness
►VERSE: And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all
men, even as we do toward you: 1 Thessalonians 3:12
►SPEAKER: National WMU President Linda Cooper
►MISSION PROJECT: Jars of Peanut Butter, Spaghetti Noodles and Spaghetti sauce

ALL MEETINGS ARE 60-65/EAT MEETINGS @ 6:00 pm

ANNUAL OFFERING MISSION PROJECT: Food Baskets- a complete Christmas
meal for one student’s family per Cumberland County school. The guidance
counselor from each of the 13 schools will determine a child in need for each
of the baskets. Please prayerfully give to our offerings at each of our Missions
Emphasis Meetings in 2019.

*****************************************************************************

Due to a recent city sewage pipe cleaning mishap, the entire CPBA basement was flooded with raw sewage. The
basement will require extensive repairs which are now underway. We request help replacing the tables in our basement. If you, your church or church group would be interested in replacing a table (we need about 6 tables at approximately $100.00 each), please contact the CPBA office at 931 484 1858. Thank you for your help.
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Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association’s
Spring Mission Trip
April 15-18, 2018
Camp Ozone, TN
Deadline: April 11, 2019
There is no cost to this mission trip, so come and join us.
Volunteers can come for a day or multiple days—just let us know what works for you so that we can plan
accordingly. Space is available in cabins if volunteers need to stay that week or RV spots, but those are more limited, and we would need to know right away. We will have meals available for those helping out. Breakfast is usually around 7:15 CST with devotions and briefing following at 7:45 for an 8:00 start time. Lunch and break snacks
are available daily. Dinner is usually around 5:00 CST. Please let us know if you plan to attend breakfast or dinner for meal preparation planning. Thanks for helping get the word out and for the help our SBC family has
been!
If you are interested in joining us on this mission project contact me before the April 11th deadline.
Direct questions to Kirk Casey at the CPBA Office: 931-484-1858 or 931-787-6565.

Love Packages Mission Trip & Bible Drive
The deadline for the spring delivery to the
Love Package Ministry of Bibles and related literature is April 4. Our next mission
trip to Love Packages is April 8-9.
We are sadden to announce the passing of Rev. Edwin L. Hodges.
Rev. Hodges, who died Friday, March 22, 2019, at his residence, was born
June 16, 1932, in Woodville, TN. He was a veteran of the U. S. Marine
Corps, and served as a minister for 64 years. In addition to founding Edwin
L. Hodges Ministries (Now Love Packages Ministries), he also worked for
Bibles for the World for 20 years. He was a devoted Christian who selflessly
served his faith and dearly loved his family.
It is our honor and joy to dedicate this Bible Drive in his memory.
“Well done, good and faithful servant” Matthew 25:21
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What: Free Training
Where: Oaklawn Baptist Church, Crossville
When: May 20, 2019
Reaching KIDS in Your ZIP is designed to equip church staff and
volunteers with strategies for reaching unchurched kids and family members in their community. This FREE training will benefit all
children’s leaders regardless of the curriculum used.
NEW THIS YEAR: A special track will be offered for emerging student leaders. Bring your youth and youth leaders who will be
working with kids through Mission Trips, VBS, Backyard Kids Club
and VBS this summer.

Training Topics Include:


10 Things You Need to Know about Working with Kids



Sharing the Gospel with Kids and Unchurched Family Members

 Expand Your Reach through Student Leaders (Discover ways to invest,
equip, and mentor young leaders.)


Reaching Your Community through Backyard Kids Club



Developing a Prayer Strategy for Reaching Your Community



Follow-Up that Makes a Difference



Keeping Your Ministry Safe and Secure

VBS Training
Associational Vacation Bible School Clinic
First Baptist Church
Cookeville
Monday, April 8 6-9 p.m.
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Associational Spring Worship Rally
Central Baptist Church
April 28, 6 p.m.
Speaker: John Meador
Music: Ready for Rain
John Meador has served as the senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Euless since
2006. He is passionate about the Word of God and committed to teaching it creatively because he loves to watch it transform lives. Under his leadership, First Euless has become an
intergenerational, multi-ethnic and mission-focused church. His heart and vision have shaped
a church that reaches into the community through ministries like 6 Stones and a church that
reaches out all over the world impacting nations such as Cuba, Columbia, and India. He believes those armed with the Gospel leave a lasting mark, and challenges everyone he leads
to be a world changer by that standard. The “Can We Talk?” evangelism training format he
began in 2014 is now finding favor in numerous churches over a multi-state area, and One Conversation, Inc. was
created to assist churches. (one conversation.org)
Part of John’s story is born out of adversity. As a small child, he remembers feeling different from other children. He
could not speak clearly, and felt uncertain about his future. John is profoundly deaf due to a fever and illness at age
6; the hearing loss, irreversible. If given the opportunity to regain hearing today, John believes he would not change
his circumstances. He has watched God turn his disappointments into hope and purpose and knows God doesn’t
make mistakes. He believes “[You] can do all things through Christ who gives [you] strength.” Though John does not
hear his own voice, he preaches to thousands every week. His story is featured on iamsecond.com.

Music by…..

…...Ready for Rain
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Associational Senior Adult Revival
April 29-30, 2019 10:30 a.m.
Monday - Fairfield Glade First Baptist
Guest Speaker: Dr. Sam Greer
Music: Red Bank Baptist Quartet
Dr. Greer has been the Senior Pastor of Red Bank since 2012. He led other churches in the southeast prior to this.
Dr. Greer is the author of “The Gospel Conversation: Engaging the lost in Everyday Life”. He and his wife,
Tonya, have two daughters, Braydee and Belle.

Tuesday - Crossville First Baptist
Guest Speakers: Jerry & Becky Drace
Music: The Bilbrey’s
“Doing the work of an evangelist-pastor means we preach sin as damning, the cross as necessary, the blood as cleansing, the
resurrection as fact and the second coming as expectant. It means we preach the doctrines of the scriptures from, ‘In the beginning,’ to ‘Surely I come quickly’.” Jerry Drace
Jerry has conducted over 1,000 revivals and crusades since 1975. Jerry and Becky started HOPE for the HOME in 1993. It
is designed to help the pastor in his ongoing challenge of ministering to the most important unit in society — the family.
They have conducted about 300 HOPE for the HOME conferences.

Lunch Served Both Days

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
291 Sparta Hwy
P. O. Box 2508
Crossville, TN 38572

Associational Directory
Office Hours Mon.-Thurs.
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Email– cpba4ma@gmail.com
Web: www.cpbaptistassociation.com
Kirk Casey, Associational Missionary
cpbadom@gmail.com
Cell: 931-787-6565
Alta Wagner, Ministry Assistant
Office: 931-484-1858
Fax: 931-484-0203
***********************

Carolyn Scott, Pastoral Counselor, PCCCP Counseling
Phone: 931-787-9033
cpbacounseling3@gmail.com

April 1
April 4
April 1
April 8
April 8-9
April 14
April 15
April 15
April 19
April 21
April 22
April 28
April 29-30

Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.
Pastor’s Appreciation Banquet
Leadership Team Meeting
Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.
Love Packages Mission trip
Palm Sunday
Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.
Executive Council Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Pastor’s Conference 10:00 a.m.
CPBA Spring Worship Rally
Senior Adult Get-Together

